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The 3rd International ELT conference ‘Telling ELT Tales out of School’ 
organized by the ELT Department of the Education Faculty at Eastern Mediterranean 
University was held between May 5-7, 2010 at Salamis Conti Hotel in North Cyprus. The 
conference sub-themes were maximizing learning, empowering teaching, exploiting 
resources and fostering cultural awareness. A 3 day conference program offered more 
than 100 sessions comprising plenaries, talks, workshops and poster presentations. The 
conference delegates from 20 countries had ample opportunities to meet leading theorists 
and experts from various areas of ELT as well as to view the latest published ELT 
materials and instructional resources at several stands set up by the international 
publishers. Most importantly, the presenters as well as attendees shared tales about their 
teaching, their learners’ learning, they discussed and reflected on various ideas, 
experiences, practices and innovations in their educational contexts. At the end of every 
busy conference day, the conference delegates enjoyed various social events, such as 
tours to Salamis ruins, Famagusta Old City, Kyrenia Castle and harbor, an opening 
cocktail reception at the University Beach Club and a closing dinner at Bellapais, one of 
the most beautiful cites in North Cyprus. 
Contributions to this PROCEDIA issue come from various countries and include 
plenary papers by Leo van Lier on ‘The Ecology of language learning: practice to theory-
theory to practice’, Angi Malderez on ‘Stories in ELT: telling tales in school’, Tom Cobb 
on ‘Instructional uses of linguistic technologies’, Mark Hancock on ‘Motivation: the 
Inside story’, as well as a range of research reports, presentation and workshop papers. It 
should be noted that the views expressed in this PROCEDIA issue are the contributors’ 
own, and not necessarily those of the Editorial Board. 
We sincerely hope that our conference proceedings will prove to be a valuable 
professional resource for all those involved in English language education.  
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